
Meeting held on February 12th 2019 

               in the Community Centre at 7.0 pm    
 

 Present: Provost Sue Best (SB),   Peter Cailey (PC), Suzette Harris (SH), Helen Keating (HK), 
 Jack Pickthall (JP), Fiona Power (FP), David Richmond (DR), Nigel Scott (NS),  
 Francois van der Zee(FZ), Councillor Dougie Campbell (DC), PC Tom Dingwall (TD). 
   Not present Danny Alderslowe. 
1 Public Forum: a request has been received for help with finding a space for a gym for the young            
children. The former Bank of Scotland building or one of the old buildings at the Mill on the Fleet 
were suggested.  
2 D&G Council report: (I) DC reported that the Budget for next year will be decided at the end of 
February. Considerable cuts will have to be made but the recent on-line survey inviting suggestions 
showed that concerns were registered for the maintenance of services for education, social services 
and roads maintenance. (ii) DC has registered his concerns about the status of EU citizens who have 
lived here for many years and who should be made to feel welcome The public meeting he called in 
Castle Douglas was well attended and useful. (iii) He has discussed the question of the restoration 
of the water supply to the Clock Tower fountain with Robert Lowther who explained that it will be 
a costly business since all the lead pipes will have to be replaced and a water meter fitted so it is 
unlikely that D&G Council could meet the cost. He had suggested that our Community Council 
might get a quote for the job.  Scottish Water have in the past expressed interest in helping. (iv) SB 
reported to DC the concerns of dog-walkers in the town at the removal of the bin at the junction of 
Ladies Walk and the golf course. She had been told that since the post to which it was attached had 
fallen down it had been decided to remove it, and that, since there was no money to buy new bins, 
old ones were to be refurbished. DC will speak to Robert Lowther. (v) SB also reported concerns at 
the delay in response to CCES complaints and implementation of promised jobs, like the 
replacement of the Dromore Road sign, for which SH had already sent the required permissions.  
(vi) DC confirmed that D&G Council were considering contingency plans to be communicated by 
public information notices in due course in the event of a “no-deal Brexit”. 
3 Police Report: PC Dingwall was welcomed and (i) reported that there is a big Intelligence Drug 
enforcement action in the area, with one case of dealing being dealt with in Gatehouse. The 
Inspector has asked for citizens’ comments on firework displays on the survey at 
consult.gov.scot/safer-communities/fireworks. (ii) Members reported the continued concerns about 
parking at the zebra crossing. TD reminded everyone that there is £100 fine and 3 penalty points 
for parking on the zebra crossing approaches.  
4 Minutes of the previous meeting: the acceptance of the minutes was proposed by FP, seconded 
by DR.  
5 Matters rising: (i) We are still awaiting a report on the trees in Garries Park from Robert 
Lowther. (ii) A quotation has been received for the replacement of the notice board on the Clock 
Tower but a suitable board with a hinged door and better surface is being discussed with Stanley 
Grieve.  (iii) The Memorial gathering for Cecilia Franklin will be held at the Ship Inn on February 
23rd, to be followed by a walk in the woods, with any musical instruments. (iv) The Gatehouse 
Survey has gone to the printers and an extra item given to Ken Smyth for inclusion in the 
Gatehouse News, which should be out soon with the survey.   
6 Provost's report: (i)  In response to the request for dedicated parking outside the Post Office at 
certain times, the roads department has decided that there is ‘insufficient evidence for the need.’ DC 
will follow this up.  The reply to SB will be sent round to members. (ii) The Red Squirrel Group has 



announced its intention to apply for permission to erect a Squirrel hide at Cally Gardens and she has 
requested a map to show the site. (iii) It was agreed that on the Community Council’s website only 
names and contact addresses should be included.  
7 Dean of Guild: FP reported that the following applications have been granted: (i) the formation 
of a new access onto B796 at 18, Riverbank Court (conditionally)  (ii) at Hopedene House including 
replacement windows and doors, formation of a new rooflight in SE and NW elevations, removal of 
chimney and erection of extension to NW elevation of the dwellinghouse, granted unconditionally 
including UPVC windows at the front - ‘deemed acceptable as heritage style, unlike present 
windows, so an improvement.’  (iii) The Honey House erection of dwelling house granted 
conditionally.(iv) 4 Bridge Terrace granted conditionally (roof materials details to be submitted.)  
(v) An application has been received for the change of use at the Rutherford Hall from 
shop/tearoom to shop/cafe with associated hot food takeaway.   
8 Treasurer's report: The Admin account still stands at £378 and the Common Good Fund at 
£398.  
9  A request has been received  from Margaret Wright to include the 1995 collection of ‘Gatehouse 
Memories’ (collected by the late George McCulloch and published by the Community Council) on 
the Gatehouse Website. There were no objections.  
10 AOCB: (i) FZ reported that his daughter will sit in with Ken Smyth to update our Facebook 
page. (ii) DR reported his lack of success in persuading the broadcasting authorities to provide 
adequate access to Radio Scotland in certain parts of Gatehouse. He will circulate the BBC’s reply 
to his letter of complaint. FP and HK will bring up the problem at the joint Stewartry Community 
Councils meeting next week. (iii) SH has volunteered to attend the Third Sector Road Show in the 
Community Centre on February19th. (iv) PC reported the receipt of a notice sent in error from D&G 
Council about the resurfacing of the pavement in Fleet Street, when it is understood that it should 
have referred to High Street. (v) NS reported that his attention has been drawn by a resident to the 
state of the fence alongside the river between the bridge by the Mill on the Fleet and the Rutherford 
Hall, as dangerous to children, particularly in view of the recent high water in the river. SB will 
inspect it. (vi) NS also reported that D&G Council men had done a splendid job in the resurfacing 
and clearing of the road between Cuil Cottage towards the station but had left large piles of spoil 
beside the road which were already falling into the ditches beside the road, damaging all their good 
work. NS will send the report and photos to HK to forward to DC.   
   There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 

 
1. Next meetings:   March 12th, April 9th, May 14th, June 11th    

 
 

 


