
Meeting held on July 9th 2019 

in the Community Centre at 7.00 pm   
  

 
1. Present:   Helen Keating (HK ), Danny Alderslowe (DA), Robert Dodds (RD), Suzette Harris 
(SH),Jack Pickthall (JP), Fiona Power (FP ),  David Richmond (DR), Nigel Scott (NS),Francois van 
der Zee (FZ), Councillor Jane Maitland (JM), PC John Brown  
Also: Alison Veitch, Duncan and Vicky McConchie 
Apologies were received from Peter Cailey   
2. A presentation was made to Sue Best in recognition of her generous years of service to the 
Community Council as Councillor and latterly Provost, and to the town in general. She was given a 
Garden token so that she may buy something by which to remember us. 
3. Public Forum: (I) Alison Veitch (Low Creoch Farm) asked if there was any further information 
about stopping overnight camping at Knocktinkle, the viewpoint on the Laurieston Road. Gavin 
Scott, the administrator of MUF has said he would bring the matter up at their next meeting (June 
25th) but so far we have received no information about their intentions. D&G Council have also 
been informed and a ‘No Overnight Camping’ sign requested,. 
(ii) Duncan McConchie updated the Council on the application to erect a Manager’s house at GG’s 
Yard, the design of which has been suggested and approved by D&G Council Planning department. 
Members could see no reason to object and will support the application, thanking Duncan for the 
extra business he brings to the town. 
(iii) Maria Taylor spoke about her desire to encourage the town to become as ‘green’ as possible, in 
order to ameliorate Climate Change. SH and DA expressed interest in helping Maria with her 
campaign, with public forum meetings suggested for the future.  She was thanked for her efforts 
which the Council is pleased to support. 
4. Police Report:  PC Brown was called away suddenly so his report was read in absentia. (i) The 
police have been involved in assisting the Primary School with parking issues in and around the 
school. The Police will monitor the situation once school returns. (ii) The Police are supporting 
Team Cyber UK’s forthcoming Phishing campaign to raise awareness around Phishing attacks, 
which are now one of the most common security challenges that individuals and companies across 
the UK face on a regular basis. (iii) The Summer Drink/Drug Drive Campaign was run between 
June 24th and July 7th but no figures released to date. (iv) NS’s complaint about speeding traffic 
through the chicane near the school will be passed on to the Police and the possibility of a site 
meeting requested. The neglect to finish the road works around there will also be reported. 
5. D&G Council Report: (i) JM gave a comprehensive report on the progress towards recycling 
collections, the details of which should be clarified by September when finances are agreed.  There 
will be public consultations and demonstrations involving all community bodies including youth 
clubs and schools. The Ward officer involved will be James McLeod. (ii) JM reported on the fairly 
dire straits of the NHS in the region, with discussions involving the NHS, D&G Council, the Third 
Sector and the Health and Social Care Partnership. There will be NHS consultation events to look 
out for and attend.  (iii) The Budget will now be decided by the end of September, with public 
information of the funding gap widely disseminated. (iv) Climate Change: our Councillor Dougie 
Campbell has been given the task of spearheading efforts and there will be a consultative body. 
(v) Ward events and complaints will be made to Ingrid Gemmell, our local officer. 
6. Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and acceptance was proposed by SH and 
seconded by FZ. 



7. Matters arising: (i) The letter of request for funding for the Community Centre was read. The 
CC is disposed to support the Centre financially but requests further information about the chairs to 
be replaced with our grant. (ii) Ken Smyth has suggested that we should have a photo of the 
complete Council members for the Gatehouse web-site. To be discussed with him and arranged. (iii) 
The question of parking partly on the pavement outside the school was again discussed but JM 
reported that it is not illegal to do so! The parents of children are reported as having had to give up 
the battle. (iv) SH reported that the DGI do not wish to pursue the possibility of Asset Transfer to 
return the Clock Tower to the town. (v) Arrangements will be made with JP to lift two of the 
planters at a time to be emptied and taken to the Men’s Shed, whose members have kindly 
volunteered to refurbish them. (vi) Discussions on the possibility of the DGI and CC working 
together have foundered but JM informed the CC that it is able to apply for funding. (HK: CC 
Scheme: Discretionary Grants?) 
8. Election of  Provost: Since no volunteer has yet been found, in particular to represent the CC at 
Gala event, it was proposed by FP, seconded by JP, that HK should become Acting Provost until 
the AGM in order to fulfill the necessary roles for the Gala Committee.  HK agreed to accept the 
temporary role. In the meantime the CC meetings will be chaired in rotation, with DR taking the 
next meeting.   
9. Dean of Guild: FP reported that, apart from the GG’s Yard application discussed in Public 
Forum (and which had not yet formally reached her by email) the only application received was for 
a two-storey house to be erected on the land (the garden of the first house in Catherine Street) 
opposite the Parish Church, for which there would seem to be no objections (with none from the 
neighbours.) 
10. Treasurer's report:  In PC’s absence it was reported that the Admin account stands at £531 
and the Common Good Fund at £1,048 (Big Lit still to receive £250 of this?) 
11. HK reminded members that there is to be a meeting to discuss the area’s Public Conveniences  
and Libraries at Daar Road Council Offices on Monday July 15th, which DR and SH intend to 
attend.  
12. AOCB: (i)  FZ reported that he hopes to have recyclable potato starch bags in the shop (10p 
instead of 5p) which was applauded. (ii) RD asked about the cutting of the grass verges on the 
roadsides. JM said they are due to be cut twice a year  but a CCES message will be sent to the roads 
department. (iii) JP reported that the Coat of Arms signs at the entrance ot the town seem to have 
disappeared – to be investigated. (iv) SH showed us a rather unpleasant notice that had been put up 
in two places in the town regarding dog fouling. This is an on-going problem everywhere but it was 
felt that this particular notice did not show Gatehouse in a very good light to tourists. It has been 
reported to the Police. (v) DA reported that the Midsummer Music Festival had gone very well, 
bringing visitors into the town. He also drew attention to the question of access for fire engines in 
the narrow road next to the electricity substation when it was struck by lightening recently. The 
Electricity Board is to be commended and thanked for the speed with which they restored  power to 
the town after the event. 
 
 We are reminded that all members have to fill in nomination forms for the Community 
Council elections on October 3rd. These forms will be available on-line from August 13th until 
September 13th.  
 
 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 

 
 Next meetings:     August 13th, September 10th  October 15th (AGM) November 12th 
 
 

 


